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--�
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�
Legend of Attendance List:�
�
A�
alternate member present�
�
G�
guest present�
�
L�
liaison representative present�
�
M�
primary member present�
�
O�
observer present�
�
--�
primary member absent�
�
-�
person absent�
�
*�
member did not fulfill attendance requirements for this meeting�
�



�
1.  Membership report





Mr. Schricker presented the membership report and reported that NCITS has changed the procedures for new members.  The change is that once a new member has fulfilled observer requirements, then as soon as they pay the membership fee, they may vote.  The following actions concern membership in J4:


--�
Mr. Wim Ebbinkhuijsen is attending this meeting as a full voting member.�
�
--�
The membership of Unisys is in jeopardy for failure to attend two of the last three meetings including this meeting (214 and 215).�
�



Membership is eleven; a quorum is four.  The current membership is shown in the attached J4 Mailing List.








2.  Distribution of documents





The documents distributed for this meeting are listed in the attached document register.








3.  Approval of agenda





Mr. Fisher and Mr. Reimann seconded that:


the agenda for meeting 215 of the J4 COBOL Technical Committee be approved as amended by the Chair.�
�
The motion passed with a vote of:





YES --�
6�
NO --�
0�
ABSTAIN -- �
0�
�



The final agenda, J4/98-0532, is attached.








5.  Meeting planning


5.1  Future meetings - discuss meeting dates for 1999, our calendar was off when we scheduled





The dates of the co-located WG4 and J4 meeting in Carmel, California have been confirmed to be 15 - 20 November 1998 and a meeting notice to this effect has already been distributed.





The location and dates of Meeting 217 were confirmed to be in Phoenix, Arizona on 25 � 30 January 1999.





Due to facility availability constraints, the dates of Meeting 218, in Las Vegas, Nevada were changed to 15 � 26 March 1999.  The duration of Meeting 218 remains two weeks with Sunday, 21 March off.





An additional meeting was added for 1999 changing the total from five to six and shifting some dates to insert the additional meeting.  Therefore, Meeting 219 will be held on 17 � 21 May 1999, Meeting 220 will be on 12 � 16 July, and Meeting 221 will be on 13 � 17 September 1999.


�



The future meetings scheduled for J4 are as follows:


DATE�
Number�
Meeting Type�
Location / Host�
�
15- 20 November 1998�
M-216�
Co-located�J4 and WG4�
Carmel, California�Mr. Schricker, Micro Focus�
�
25 - 30 January 1999�
M-217�
J4�
Phoenix, Arizona�Mr. Nelson, Tandem�
�
15 - 26 March 1999�
M-218�
J4�
Las Vegas, Nevada�Mr. Schricker, Micro Focus�
�
17 - 21 May 1999�
M-219�
J4�
Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania�Mr. Fisher, EDS�
�
12 - 16 July 1999�
M-220�
J4�
Salem, Massachusetts�Mr. Schricker, Micro Focus�
�
13 - 17 September 1999�
M-221�
J4�
Location to be determined�Mr. Reimann, Fujitsu Software�
�
14 - 19 November 1999�
M-222�
Co-located�J4 and WG4�
Amsterdam, The Netherlands�(tentative)�Mr. Ebbinkhuijsen�
�
17 - 28 January 2000�
M-223�
J4�
Carmel, California�Ms Wallace, IBM�
�
19 - 24 March 2000�
M-224�
J4�
open�
�






The following is a list of hosting activities of each J4 member:





Organization�
Name�
Last Hosting�
Next Hosting�
�
Micro Focus�
Don A. Schricker�
February 1997�
M-216 / November 1998�
�
Tandem�
Donald F. Nelson�
February 1998�
M/217 / January 1999�
�
Micro Focus�
Don A. Schricker�
February 1997�
M-218 / March 1999�
�
EDS�
Raymond W. Fisher�
October 1998�
M-219 / May 1999�
�
Micro Focus�
Don A. Schricker�
February 1997�
M-220 / July 1999�
�
Fujitsu Software�
Artur Reimann�
October 1997�
M-221 / September 1999�
�
--�
Wim Ebbinkhuijsen�
--�
M-222 / November 1999�
�
IBM�
Ann Wallace�
April 1998�
M-223 / January 2000�
�
Wizard Systems�
Stephen Spiro�
--�
--�
�
ITSCJ�
Wataru Takagi�
May 1995�
--�
�
Hewlett-Packard�
Veeru Mehta�
December 1996�
--�
�
Unisys�
John R. Brieschke�
June 1998�
�
�
Victor Consulting�
Barry Tauber�
August 1998�
--�
�



�



6.  Treasurer's report


6.1  98-0444 - Treasurer's Report for Meeting 214 (Brieschke)





Mr. Schricker presented J4/98-0444, J4 Treasurer's Report for meeting 214 for Mr. Brieschke.  Mr. Schricker recommended that the meeting fee for meeting 216 in November 1998 be set at $150.00.





Mr. Murray moved and Mr. Nelson seconded that:


the meeting fee be set at $150.00 for the November 1998 meeting (216).�
�
The motion passed with a vote of:





YES --�
8�
NO --�
0�
ABSTAIN -- �
0�
�






7.  Action Item and Dynamic Document Assignments (Fisher)





The Committee members were requested to mark off the items they had completed on a copy of the Action Item List and give the marked copies to Fisher.








8.  Approval of minutes


8.1  Approval of meetings:


       98-0429 - J4 Meeting 214 Minutes (Fisher)





An ad hoc committee, convened to review the draft of 98�0429, Meeting 214 Minutes, suggested some minor modifications.  They recommend that 98�0429, as modified, be approved





Mr. Fisher moved and Mr. Nelson seconded that:


the minutes for meeting 214 be approved as modified at meeting 215.�
�
The motion passed with a vote of:





YES --�
9�
NO --�
0�
ABSTAIN -- �
0�
�






10.  Report of J4 Chair


10.2  IT/98-0408 - Call for Volunteers: J4 IR (Gales)





This item was referred to the US TAG.








12.  Processing of Base Document


12.1  Status of Base Document (Nelson) 


12.1.1  98-0457 - Combined Change Proposal CD 1.4 (Nelson)





Strange characters in the Combined Change Proposal were caused by unexpected special characters in a few electronic documents.  They have been removed.








12.1.2  98-0500 - Glitches in proposals passed at meeting 214 (Nelson)





The committee reviewed the questions raised and agreed that Mr. Nelson had resolved conflicts in an appropriate manner.


�



12.1.3  98-0501 - Miscellaneous editorial changes meeting 214 (Nelson)





This paper was repositioned on the agenda to be addressed after 16.48.








15.  Items requiring significant direction - give general direction


15.4  98-0479 - Initialization of pointers and object references (Schricker)





Some minor corrections were suggested.  The author deleted proposal item 4 because it did not relate to the original scope of this proposal.





Mr. Reimann moved and Mr. Nelson seconded to:


approve 98-0479 as modified during discussions at meeting 215.�
�
The motion passed with a vote of:





YES --�
9�
NO --�
0�
ABSTAIN -- �
0�
�



Mr. Schricker will prepare 98�0538, a revision of 98�0479 containing the approved modifications.


Mr. Nelson will apply 98�0538 to the combined change proposal.








16.  Quality review comment processing


16.0  98-0551 - Possible candidates for consideration by WG4, referencing the Bart file (Ebbinkhuijsen)





After review of the first few documents under this agenda item, the committee determined that it should classify the comments and isolate those issues that should be raised with WG4.  An initial list of items was suggested.  Some members then perused specific Quality Review documents and identified comments that related to these topics.  Additional topics were also considered.  The list was then ordered and this is the result.�TYPE is a classification of the topic as:  High priority, Removals, Additions, or Other.�ORDER is the final order in which the committee intends to address the topics.�SEQ is an originally assigned unique identifying number.�


Order�
TYPE�
SEQ�
TOPIC�
Quality Review Comment Numbers �
TO WG4�
�
�
R�
9�
VALIDATE - remove input distribution�
98-0462/0011�
No�
�
�
R�
11�
FLAG�85 - granularity�
98-0462/0001�
No�
�
�
R�
12�
Type modifier - delete feature�
98-0489�
Yes�
�
�
R�
13�
File Sharing /Record Locking�
98-0476�98-0485�98-0525�98-0521/0005�98-0527/0006�98-0512/0006�98-0454/0015�
No�
�
�
R�
14�
Repository Directive� - remove it� - break into 2 directives or change the default�
�98-0484/0001�98-0506/0002�
No�
�
�
R�
39�
Remove Composite Language Skeleton�
98-0543�
Yes�
�
�
R�
40�
Remove Dynamic Tables�
98-0481/0008�
Yes�
�
�
R�
41�
Remove SET collating sequence�
98-0475/0024�
Yes�
�
�
R�
45�
Deprecate a NOT = B OR C�
98-0505/1040�
Yes�
�
�
R�
46�
Remove property-specifier from REPOSITORY paragraph�
98-0499/0005�
Yes�
�
�
R�
47�
Remove SAME AS�
98-0499/0010�
Yes�
�
�
R�
53�
Do not pass object properties by reference�
98-0519/0001�98-0519/0002�98-0466/0022�98-0458/0011�
No�
�
�
R�
54�
Do not pass object data by reference�
98-0521/0001�
Yes�
�
�
R�
58�
Remove data-name from CURRENCY clause�
98-0512/0012�
Info�
�
�
R�
64�
Restriction to TYPE and STRONG�
98-0452/0033�
No�
�
�
R�
65�
Allow pointer in file section�
98-0452/0036�
Info�
�
�
A�
5�
The ANY Phrase�
98-0471�
Yes�
�
�
A�
6�
Class implements Interface�
98-0510�98-0498/0001�
Yes�
�
�
A�
7�
FINALIZE�
98-0498/0002�
Yes�
�
�
A�
8�
ANY LENGTH�
98-0504�98-0539�
Yes�
�
�
A�
15�
Conditional Compile:  enhance & extend�
98-0515�98-0516�
No�
�
�
A�
25�
Properties that are groups�
98-0499/0009�
Info�
�
�
A�
26�
Should we allow GLOBAL in an SD file description entry?�
98-0499/0032�
No�
�
�
A�
38�
Break-year constructor�
98-0530�
No�
�
�
A�
44�
Empty () for function arguments�
98-0475/0007�
Yes�
�
�
A�
50�
GLOBAL on level-77 items�
98-0452/0003�
Info�
�
�
A�
51�
FINAL for properties�
98-0452/0024�
Yes�
�
�
A�
60�
ALLOW with a range for values�
98-0452/0005�
Info�
�
�
A�
62�
level table in screen section�
98-0452/0013�
Info�
�
�
A�
73�
Reference modification in STRING and UNSTRING�
98-0519/0015�
Info�
�
�
A�
80�
NATIONAL padding character�
98-0475/0001�
Yes�
�
�
H�
1�
Externalized Names�
98-0507�98-0518�98-0522�(->98-0328)�98-0483/0004b�
ad hoc�
�
�
H�
2�
Words Reserved in Directives�
98-0502�
No�
�
�
H�
3�
Rewrite PICTURE�
98-0470�98-0469�98-0529�98-0452/0016�-thru-�98-0452/0023�
Yes�
�
�
H�
4�
Definitions�
98-0468�98-0520�98-0519/0004�98-0454/0003�
No�
�
�
H�
10a�
Category of groups�
98-0541�
Yes�
�
�
�
10b�
Alignment of items�
98-0474,�98-0519/0018�98-0481/0009�
Yes�
�
�
H�
19�
Quality Review coverage�
98-0491�98-0496�98-0513�
Yes�
�
�
H�
20�
Processor Dependent�
98-0494�98-0462/0009�98-0475/0008�98-0478/0025�
Info�
�
�
H�
23�
Table SORT�
98-0462/0007�
No�
�
�
H�
24�
Compiler Directing Facility�
98-0483/0001.c�98-0490�98-0505/1022�98-0505/1025�98-0521/0004�98-0525�
Info�
�
�
H�
32�
ALLOCATE - should a based item be allowed to be a pointer�
98-0512/0025�
Info�
�
�
H�
35�
Conformance: DECIMAL-POINT and currency�
98-0512/0022�98-0484/0011�
No�
�
�
H�
56�
File connectors�
98-0487�
No�
�
�
H�
76�
Side effects in expression evaluation�
98-0484/0005�
Yes�
�
�
H�
77�
PIC with VALIDATE�
98-0484/0010�
No�
�
�
�
16�
Bytes�
98-0475�98-0528�98-0521/0007�98-0523�
Yes�
�
�
�
17�
Intermediate results in Boolean expressions�
98-0480�
No�
�
�
�
18�
Binding, should we state when�
98-0486�
No�
�
�
�
21�
mixing national and alphanumeric characters�
98-0495�98-0499/0003�
No/�Info�
�
�
�
22�
Scope of TURN Directive�
98-0499/0002�98-0466/0003�
No�
�
�
�
28�
Precedence of B-XOR and B-OR�
98-0505/1038�
Yes�
�
�
�
29�
Order of NOT phrases�
98-0505/1051�
Yes�
�
�
�
30�
CANCEL releases storage�
98-0505/1052�
Info�
�
�
�
31�
ALLOCATE - require data-name-2 to be NULL�
98-0505/1053�
Info�
�
�
�
33�
Parameterized class restrictions�
98-0327�
Defer�
�
�
�
34�
Initial storage - static or automatic - maybe no issue here�
????�
Defer�
�
�
�
36�
SELECT WHEN clause�
98-0512/0017�98-0524�98-0521/0010�
No�
�
�
�
37�
UNUSED�
�
�
�
�
�
43�
LC_MONETARY�
98-0527/0003�
No�
�
�
�
48�
Allow underscore in system-names�
98-0484/0002�
No�
�
�
�
49�
Symbol for Euro�
????  �
No�
�
�
�
52�
PROPERTY GET (instead of NO GET)�
98-0452/0025�
No�
�
�
�
55�
Conformance checking of CALL formats 1 and 2�
98-0484/0012�
No�
�
�
�
57�
UNUSED�
�
�
�
�
�
59�
Split PRESENT WHEN into 2 separate clauses�
98-0512/0016�
No�
�
�
�
61�
FORMAT and REDEFINED�
98-0452/0009�
No�
�
�
�
63�
SIGN clause on group level�
98-0452/0031�
No�
�
�
�
66�
OPTIONAL and BY REFERENCE�
98-0454/0002�
No�
�
�
�
67�
Keys of class pointer�
98-0454/0010�
No�
�
�
�
68�
Unavailable files�
98-0454/0011�
No�
�
�
�
69�
Should STOP RUN give NORMAL or ERROR termination�
98-0454/0022�
Yes�
�
�
�
71�
Location of decimal point in NUMVAL and NUMVAL-C�
98-0459/0013�
No�
�
�
�
72�
Concatenated Record keys not processor dependent�
98-0519/0012�
No�
�
�
�
74�
Object and pointers with FORMAT clause�
98-0466/0013�
No�
�
�
�
75�
Hex literal values�
98-0467/0005�
No�
�
�
�
78�
Compilation group structure�
98-0512/0007�
No�
�
�
�
79�
SELECT WHEN on READ�
98-0521/0010�
No�
�
�
�
27�
UNUSED�
�
�
�
�
�
42�
UNUSED�
�
�
�
�
�
70�
UNUSED�
�
�
�



16.1  98-0423 - COBOL CD 1.4 Chapters 1 thru 12 (Bart)


         98-0549 - Uniqueness of reference (Ebbinkhuijsen)





Item 27 having been the last topic discussed at meeting 214, review of this paper continued at this meeting with item 28.





Mr. Reimann, in consultation with Mr. Ebbinkhuijsen, will prepare a paper, Consolidation of Uniqueness of Reference and Identifiers, to address comment 98�0423/0037.


Mr. Schricker will advise Mr. Bart of the committee responses to his comments and seek clarification of comment 98�0423/0044.


Ms Wallace will investigate a fix for comment 98�0423/0048.


Mr. Nelson will make editorial fixes for comments 98�0423/0028, 0029, 0033, 0034, 0038, 0042, 0049, 0058, 0061, and 0066.


Mr. Nelson will propose a fix for 98�0423/0052.





During discussion of comment 0055, the committee took this straw vote (only members were present):





Should programs contained in recursive programs be implicitly recursive themselves?�
�



�
Yes�
No�
Abstain�
�
Members only�
2�
4�
2�
�



Mr. Nelson will propose a change to address comment 98�0423/0055.


�



During discussion of comment 0062, the committee took this straw vote (only members were present):





Reject comment 98�0423/0062.�
�



�
Yes�
No�
Abstain�
�
Members only�
4�
1�
3�
�



16.2  98-0425 - Informal Description (Klein)





Ms Wallace will include this topic in her investigation of conformance rules.





16.3  98-0434 - Detailed technical comments from Hitachi - Part 1 (Konishi/Ono/Takagi)


         98-0546 - Changes in response to 98�0434 (Nelson)





The committee took this straw vote:





Reject 98-0434/0005.�
�



�
Yes�
No�
Abstain�
�
All present�
6�
2�
2�
�
Members only�
5�
2�
2�
�



Mr. Takagi volunteered to prepare a change to address comment 98�0434/0011.





The committee then took this straw vote (no members only vote was taken):





Accept comments 98-0434/0012 and 0013.�
�



�
Yes�
No�
Abstain�
�
All present�
4�
0�
6�
�



Mr. Schricker will investigate Global Record Key Names and address comment 98�0434/0019.


Mr. Reimann will address 98�0434/0020.a in his paper on Essential Characteristics of a Type.


The topic of comment 98�0434/0020.c is related to suggestions received from other commentors.  Resolution is deferred until those comments have been considered.


During discussion of comments 98�0434/0036 and 0038, Mr. Ebbinkhuijsen volunteered to propose a way to generalize I/O Status Restrictions.


Mr. Nelson will prepare 98�0546, Changes in response to 98�0434, with all changes resulting from discussion of this quality review comment paper.  Mr. Nelson prepared 98-0546 in time for consideration at this meeting.





Mr. Nelson moved and Mr. Ebbinkhuijsen seconded to:


approve 98-0546.�
�
The motion passed with a vote of:





YES --�
8�
NO --�
0�
ABSTAIN -- �
0�
�



�



16.4  98-0440 - Detailed technical comments from Hitachi - Part 2 (Konishi/Ono/Takagi)


         98-0547 - Changes in response to 98�0440 (Nelson)


         98-0550 - General format corrections (Ebbinkhuijsen)





Mr. Schricker will address comment 98�0440/0013 in a paper on “Global Names”.


Following discussion of 98�0440/0023, Mr. Reimann volunteered to propose corrections for “Consistency of EXTERNAL File Description entries”.


Mr. Ebbinkhuijsen volunteered to prepare a proposal to address 98�0440/0027.


Mr. Karlin volunteered to address comment 98�0440/0029.





During discussion of comment 98�0440/0035, the committee took this straw vote:





Regarding USAGE INTEGER:


A.   Remove it.


B.   Leave it as is.


C.   Expand its usage (allow it to be declared anywhere instead of just in the Linkage Section).





�
A�
B�
C�
Abstain�
�
All present�
4�
1�
�
5�
�
Members only�
3�
0�
�
5�
�



Mr. Reimann moved and Ms Wallace seconded to:


Remove USAGE INTEGER and USAGE NUMERIC.�
�
The motion passed with a vote of:





YES --�
9�
NO --�
0�
ABSTAIN -- �
0�
�



Mr. Nelson will prepare 98�0547, Changes in response to 98�0440, with all changes resulting from discussion of this quality review comment paper.  Mr. Nelson prepared 98-0547 in time for consideration at this meeting.





Mr. Nelson moved and Mr. Ebbinkhuijsen seconded to:


approve 98-0547 as modified during discussions at meeting 215.�
�
The motion passed with a vote of:





YES --�
9�
NO --�
0�
ABSTAIN -- �
0�
�



16.5  98-0441 - Quality review comments on CD 1.4 - editorial (Wallace)





Mr. Nelson moved and Mr. Reimann seconded to:


Approve 98-0441 as modified during discussions at meeting 215.�
�
The motion passed with a vote of:


YES --�
9�
NO --�
0�
ABSTAIN -- �
0�
�



Mr. Nelson will apply 98�0441 as modified, to the combined change proposal.





16.7  98-0452 - COBOL CD 1.4 Chapter 13 - Data Division (Bart)





There was consensus to put classify comment 98-0452/0003 as a candidate for a future revision.


�



Ms Wallace moved and Mr. Ebbinkhuijsen seconded to:


defer comment 98-0452/0005 for consideration as a candidate for a future revision.�
�
The motion passed with a vote of:





YES --�
8�
NO --�
1�
ABSTAIN -- �
0�
�



Where was consensus to reject comment 98-0452/0009.





Ms Wallace moved and Mr. Reimann seconded to:


reject comment 98-0452/0013.�
�
The motion passed with a vote of:





YES --�
9�
NO --�
0�
ABSTAIN -- �
0�
�



Mr. Takagi moved and Mr. Ebbinkhuijsen seconded to:


accept comment 98-0452/0024.�
�
The motion passed with a vote of:





YES --�
9�
NO --�
0�
ABSTAIN -- �
0�
�



Mr. Schricker will propose lifting the restriction against having a sign clause on a group level without subordinate numeric items as suggested in comment 98�0542/0031.





Mr. Ebbinkhuijsen moved and Ms Wallace seconded to:


reject comment 98-0452/0033.�
�
The motion passed with a vote of:





YES --�
9�
NO --�
0�
ABSTAIN -- �
0�
�



Ms Wallace moved and Mr. Reimann seconded to:


reject comment 98-0452/0036.�
�
The motion passed with a vote of:





YES --�
8�
NO --�
1�
ABSTAIN -- �
0�
�



There was consensus to reject comments 98-0452/0025, 98-0452/0026, and 98-0452/0027.





16.9  98-0454 - COBOL CD 1.4 Chapter 14 - Procedure Division (Bart)





Mr. Schricker will propose a clarification for the USING statement as suggested by comment�98-0454/0002.


Mr. Schricker will propose a clarification that "keys in MERGE cannot be a class pointer", to resolve comment 98-0454/0010.


Mr. Schricker will propose changing General Rule 16 of the OPEN statement from unavailable to not present to resolve comment 98-0454/0011.


Mr. Schricker will propose a clarification to the meaning of STOP RUN without any optional phrases as a normal termination to resolve comment 98-0454/0022.





16.12  98-0459 - CD 1.4 - Chapter 15 thru end (Bart)





Comment 13 is not an issue.  Section 5.3 provides a complete explanation of the returned value format.





16.14  98-0462 - CD 1.4 quality review comments - 9/9/98 (Wallace)





There was consensus to add the option of specifying subscripts in SEARCH and SORT statements using ALL for the lowest dimension.





During discussion of comment 98-0462/0011, the committee took these straw vote:





Reject comment 98-0462/0011.�
�



�
Yes�
No�
Abstain�
�
All present�
6�
0�
4�
�
Members only�
5�
0�
4�
�



Mr. Ebbinkhuijsen moved and Mr. Reimann seconded to:


to reject comment 98-0462/0011.�
�
The motion to reject passed with a vote of:





YES --�
8�
NO --�
1�
ABSTAIN -- �
0�
�



During discussion of the FLAG�85 directive,�Mr. Ebbinkhuijsen moved and Ms Wallace seconded to:


remove granularity -- flagging is either on or off.�
�
The motion failed with a vote of:





YES --�
3�
NO --�
6�
ABSTAIN -- �
0�
�



Ms Wallace moved and Mr. Nelson seconded that:


for FLAG�85, an implementor should be required to flag only those differences from that implementors previous implementation.�
�
The motion failed passed with a vote of:





YES --�
2�
NO --�
7�
ABSTAIN -- �
0�
�



Ms Wallace moved and Mr. Murray seconded that:


J4 include in FLAG�85 only those changes that have a reasonable risk of being incompatible with the previous standard.�
�
The motion passed with a vote of:





YES --�
5�
NO --�
3�
ABSTAIN -- �
0�
�



16.18  98-0466 - CD 1.4 quality review comments 9/18/98 (Wallace)





Mr. Nelson will propose a solution to the question of comments 98-0466/0002, 98-0466/0003�and 98-0499/0002.


There was consensus to reject comment 98-0466/0013.  Mr. Schricker will propose a correction for the FORMAT clause.





16.20  98-0468 - CD 1.4 quality review - Definitions (Wallace)


        98-0520 - Definitions (Ebbinkhuijsen)





Considering the options of deleting or retaining the Definitions Clause in the standard, there was consensus to retain the definitions section and attempt improvement.





16.21  98-0470 - The PICTURE Clause (Ebbinkhuijsen)


          98-0469 - Explanation to the changes in the PICTURE clause (Ebbinkhuijsen)


          98-0529 - Corrections to J4/98-0470, the PICTURE clause (Ebbinkhuijsen)





There was consensus that J4 should undertake to rewrite the PICTURE clause, and that this topic should be elevated to WG4.





16.22  98-0471 - Interfacing with C: The ANY phrase (Friedman)





Ms Wallace moved and Mr. Reimann seconded to:


accept comment 98-0471/0001.�
�
The motion passed with a vote of:





YES --�
5�
NO --�
3�
ABSTAIN -- �
0�
�



16.25  98-0474 - Alignment of items (Schricker) 


           98-0548 - Slack bytes and bits (Spiro)





Mr. Ebbinkhuijsen moved and Mr. Spiro seconded to:


disallow a redefining item from being larger than the redefined item except for 01 levels.�
�
The motion passed with a vote of:





YES --�
6�
NO --�
3�
ABSTAIN -- �
0�
�



Mr. Reimann moved and Mr. Spiro seconded that:


the data description entry of a redefining item shall be such that its required alignment is the same as the existing alignment of the redefined item.�
�
The motion passed with a vote of:





YES --�
8�
NO --�
1�
ABSTAIN -- �
0�
�



Ms Wallace moved and Mr. Ebbinkhuijsen seconded that:


an item that is defined with a TYPE clause is aligned as a level 01 item only when the type description contains elements that require specific alignment�
�
The motion failed with a vote of:





YES --�
3�
NO --�
5�
ABSTAIN -- �
0�
�



Ms Wallace moved and Mr. Takagi seconded that:


the requirement that an item defined with a TYPE clause be aligned as a level 01 item applies only when the type description defines a group item�
�
The motion passed with a vote of:





YES --�
8�
NO --�
0�
ABSTAIN -- �
0�
�



Mr. Ebbinkhuijsen will prepare a revision of 98-0474, Alignment of items, incorporating guidance provided at meeting 215


�



16.26  98-0475 - CD 1.4 quality review comments - 9/27/98 (Wallace)


           98-0528 - (Quality Review) Alphanumeric Character Positions versus Bytes (Klein)





During discussion of comment 98-0475/0001, Mr. Reimann moved and Mr. Nelson seconded that:


J4 recommend to WG4 that the PADDING CHARACTER clause be made archaic.�
�
The motion passed with a vote of:





YES --�
9�
NO --�
0�
ABSTAIN -- �
0�
�



Ms Wallace moved and Mr. Fisher seconded to:


accept 98-0475/0007 to require parentheses for user defined functions even with an empty argument list.�
�
The motion passed with a vote of:





YES --�
8�
NO --�
1�
ABSTAIN -- �
0�
�



Comment 98-0475/0009 will be considered as a candidate for a future revision.


Comment 98-0475/0024 will be referred to WG4.





16.29  98-0480 - Intermediate results in boolean expressions (Schricker)





Mr. Reimann moved and Mr. Ebbinkhuijsen seconded to:





Change Rule 7 of 8.8.2, Boolean expressions to read as follows: The result of the evaluation of each boolean operation shall be a boolean value whose length shall be the number of boolean positions of the larger item referenced in that operation.�
�
The motion passed with a vote of:





YES --�
5�
NO --�
1�
ABSTAIN -- �
0�
�



Mr. Nelson will add this change to his paper on fixes resulting from Quality Review.





16.30  98-0481 - CD 1.4 quality review comments 10/1/98 (Wallace)





During discussion of 98-0481/0008, Mr. Spiro moved and Mr. Takagi seconded to:


remove dynamic tables.�
�
The motion passed with a vote of:





YES --�
6�
NO --�
3�
ABSTAIN -- �
0�
�



16.32  98-0483 - CD 1.4 quality review comments 10/4/98 (Wallace)





There was consensus to reject comment 98-0483/0001.c.  Mr. Schricker volunteered to propose a solution to the question of handling different quotation symbols in COPY and REPLACE as identified in Quality Review comment 98-0483/001.c.


�



16.33  98-0484 - CD 1.4 quality review comments 10/3/98 (Wallace)





During discussion of the suggestion to remove the REPOSITORY directive,�Mr. Reimann moved and Mr. Nelson seconded to:


reject comment 98�0484/0001.�
�
The motion passed with a vote of:





YES --�
6�
NO --�
3�
ABSTAIN -- �
0�
�



Because of the introduction of side effects, there could be different results depending on the order of evaluation of expressions.  The CD may not be clear on what the order of evaluation is.  When considering an example such as this expression:�    A + A + (B + B)�evaluation should occur so that the first operation is to��   1.  add B + B�   2.  add A + A�   3.  implementor defined





Mr. Reimann moved and Mr. Nelson seconded that:


for the expression:     A + A + (B + B), the operation should start with A + A first.�
�
The motion passed with a vote of:





YES --�
4�
NO --�
3�
ABSTAIN -- �
0�
�



The question will be raised to WG4.  Mr. Schricker will prepare a proposal to clarify the required sequence of evaluation of expressions.





There was consensus to reject 98-0484/0010.





Mr. Reimann moved and Mr. Fisher seconded to:


reject comment 98-0484/0012.�
�
The motion to reject passed with a vote of:





YES --�
4�
NO --�
1�
ABSTAIN -- �
0�
�



16.35  98-0486 - Comment on binding (Chapin)





Mr. Schricker will contact the author and request more information.  Specifically needed are examples of when the binding time affects the COBOL program.





16.36  98-0487 - CD 1.4 quality review comment on "file connector" (Wallace)





Mr. Nelson will propose corrections to the questions on file connectors raised in 98-0487.


Mr. Reimann will clarify that files are static and that each object has its own file connectors.


�



16.38  98-0489 - CD 1.4 quality review comments on type-modifier (Wallace)





Ms Wallace moved and Mr. Ebbinkhuijsen seconded to:


remove type-modifier from the draft.�
�
The motion passed with a vote of:





YES --�
9�
NO --�
0�
ABSTAIN -- �
0�
�



16.39  98-0490 - CD 1.4 quality review comments - Compiler directing facility (Wallace)





Guidance was provided to the author on development of alternative B and for consideration with other alternatives that may be discovered.  Ms Wallace will prepare a working paper on the Compiler directing facility in line with this guidance.





16.43  98-0494 - (Quality Review) Processor Dependent Additions (Klein)





Ms Wallace moved and Mr. Reimann seconded to:


Noting that item 24 in B.3, Processor-dependent language element list, addresses certain related dependencies, national character handling itself should remain processor independent�
�
The motion passed with a vote of:





YES --�
8�
NO --�
0�
ABSTAIN -- �
0�
�



Mr. Reimann moved and Mr. Ebbinkhuijsen seconded to:


Noting that object orientation is a fundamental programming, it should remain processor independent�
�
The motion passed with a vote of:





YES --�
6�
NO --�
0�
ABSTAIN -- �
0�
�



16.44  98-0495 - (Quality Review) The Compiler is not a Mind Reader (Klein)





Ms Wallace will propose corrections to resolve 98-0495/0001.





16.46  98-0497 - Editorial Comments on CD1.4 from ITSCJ (Noba, Konishi, Ono, Takagi)





Mr. Nelson will review this paper and propose appropriate editorial corrections.





16.47  98-0498 - Major Issues on CD1.4 from ITSCJ (Noba, Sato, Takagi)





Mr. Reimann moved and Mr. Takagi seconded to:


accept comment 98-0498/0001.�
�
The motion passed with a vote of:





YES --�
6�
NO --�
2�
ABSTAIN -- �
0�
�



Mr. Reimann moved and Mr. Takagi seconded to:


accept comment 98-0498/0002.�
�
The motion passed with a vote of:





YES --�
9�
NO --�
0�
ABSTAIN -- �
0�
�



16.48  98-0499 - Detailed Technical Comments on CD1.4 from ITSCJ (Noba, Konishi, Ono, Takagi)





Mr. Nelson will propose a solution to the question of comments 98-0466/0002, 98-0466/0003 �and 98-0499/0002.





Ms Wallace will propose corrections to resolve 98-0499/0003.





Mr. Takagi moved and Mr. Reimann seconded to:


Accept comment 98-0499/0005 alternative 1.�
�
The motion passed with a vote of:





YES --�
8�
NO --�
0�
ABSTAIN -- �
0�
�



Ms Wallace moved and Mr. Nelson seconded that:


comment 98-0499/0009 be deferred for consideration in a future standard.�
�
The motion passed with a vote of:





YES --�
6�
NO --�
2�
ABSTAIN -- �
0�
�



Mr. Reimann moved and Mr. Takagi seconded to:


accept comment 98-0499/0010.�
�
The motion failed with a vote of:





YES --�
4�
NO --�
4�
ABSTAIN -- �
0�
�



16.49  98-0504 - Restore ANY LENGTH clause (Reimann)


           98-0539 - ANY LENGTH data item (Spiro)





Mr. Reimann moved and Mr. Spiro seconded to:


Accept the concept in comment 98-0504/0001.�
�
The motion passed with a vote of:





YES --�
5�
NO --�
4�
ABSTAIN -- �
0�
�



16.50  98-0505 - Review comments of BSI - COBOL Panel - September 1998 (UK)





Mr. Nelson moved and Mr. Reimann seconded to:


accept comment 98-0505/1038.�
�
The motion passed with a vote of:





YES --�
6�
NO --�
0�
ABSTAIN -- �
0�
�



Mr. Nelson will add the change to Quality Review change proposal.





Mr. Fisher moved and Mr. Ebbinkhuijsen seconded to:


accept comment 98-0505/1051.�
�
The motion passed with a vote of:





YES --�
4�
NO --�
2�
ABSTAIN -- �
0�
�



Mr. Ebbinkhuijsen volunteered to prepare the proposed changes.


There was consensus to reject comment 98-0505/1052.  STOP RUN releases storage obtained by the ALLOCATE statement, but storage allocated by the program being canceled may still be pointed to by other programs.





There was consensus to reject comment 98-0505/1053 regarding NULL with ALLOCATE.





16.51  98-0506 - CD 1.4 quality review comment - Germany (Strobl, Augustin, Ewert, Reimann)





Ms Wallace moved and Mr. Reimann seconded to:


accept comment 98-0506/0002 to change the CHECKING default to OFF;�revise the repository directive to have separate options:�CHECKING ON/OFF�   and�UPDATE ON/OFF�
�
The motion passed with a vote of:





YES --�
8�
NO --�
0�
ABSTAIN -- �
0�
�



16.54  98-0512 - CD 1.4 quality review comments - 10/8/98 (Wallace)


           98-0524 - Comments on quality review paper 98-512 (Karlin)


           98-0528 - (Quality Review) Alphanumeric Character Positions versus Bytes (Klein)





Comment 98-0512/0017, 98-0521/0010, and 98-0524/0001 about SELECT WHEN were rejected





Mr. Ebbinkhuijsen moved and Ms Wallace seconded to:


accept comment 98-0512/0012.�
�
The motion passed with a vote of:





YES --�
9�
NO --�
0�
ABSTAIN -- �
0�
�



Mr. Schricker will clarify use of the PRESENT WHEN clause questions raised by comment �98-0512/0016.


Mr. Reimann will prepare a proposal to address the concerns with Currency and DECIMAL�POINT raised in Quality Review comment 98�0512/0022.


Mr. Reimann will prepare a proposal to address the question on ALLOCATE and BASED raised by comment 98-0512/0025.





16.55  98-0513 - CD 1.4 review coverage (Wallace)





Noting that WG4 had extended their quality review period, there was consensus that the J4 review period should be likewise be extended.





16.57  98-0515 - Conditional compile enhancement (Potter)





The concepts of these comments have been classified as candidates for a future revision of the standard.





16.58  98-0516 - Conditional compile extension (Potter)





The committee rejected this suggestion as being technically infeasible.


�



16.59  98-0519 - COBOL CD 1.4 late comments (Bart)





There was consensus to defer comment 98-0519/0015 to as a candidate for a future revision.


There was consensus to reject 98-0519/0012.





16.60  98-0521 - CD 1.4 quality review comments 10/12/98 (Wallace)


          98-0523 - Comments on 98-0521 (Karlin)


          98-0528 - (Quality Review) Alphanumeric Character Positions versus Bytes (Klein)





Mr. Reimann moved and Mr. Fisher seconded to:


reject comment 98-0521/0001.�
�
The motion passed with a vote of:





YES --�
7�
NO --�
2�
ABSTAIN -- �
0�
�



After discussion of 98-0521/0007, there was consensus that Ms Wallace will further investigate this approach:�That the standard state�  -- 1  the assumption that an alphanumeric character position and a byte are synonymous�  -- 2  that the assumption is not a requirement�  -- 3  when this assumption does not hold, the implementor defines the rule for ???�(??? is what Ms Wallace is to investigate.  If she finds that this approach is not feasible or finds a better approach, she will refer the question back to J4 for further guidance.)





16.62  98-0527 - CD 1.4 quality review comments - 10/16/98 (Wallace)





Noting that LC_NUMERIC does not have a sign (+/-), there was consensus to accept the suggestion of comment 98-0527/0003 to use LC_MONETARY in place of LC_NUMERIC for all numeric edited items, even those without a currency sign.





Ms Wallace will submit a request to WG20 asking for a sign on LC_NUMERIC.





16.63  98-0530 - Proposal for changing the COBOL language (Bonten)





Mr. Ebbinkhuijsen moved and Mr. Murray seconded to:


reject 98-0530/0001.�
�
The motion passed with a vote of:





YES --�
9�
NO --�
0�
ABSTAIN -- �
0�
�



16.65  98-0541 - Problems with alphanumeric class for all groups (Wallace)





There was consensus that national groups and bit groups are needed.  Also needed are rules specifying alignment of bit items, particularly when mixed with non-bit items.





Mr. Ebbinkhuijsen volunteered to prepare a proposal to address bit groups and alignment of bit items.


�



16.67  98-0543 - CD 1.4 quality review - composite language skeleton (Wallace)





Ms Wallace moved and Mr. Ebbinkhuijsen seconded to:


remove the composite language skeleton.�
�
The motion passed with a vote of:





YES --�
5�
NO --�
4�
ABSTAIN -- �
0�
�






26.  Reports from Ad Hoc Groups that haven't been given  - scheduled for 8:30 Saturday





Records of the reports that were presented are incorporated into the topic to which they pertain.








27.	Prepare agenda for next meeting - scheduled for 2:00 Saturday





Mr. Schricker will prepare and distribute the proposed agenda for meeting 216, that is co-located with the WG4 agenda, to be held in Carmel, California on 15 - 20 November 1998 (six days).








Mr. Schricker will prepare and distribute the proposed agenda, synchronized with the WG4 agenda, for meeting 216 that is co-located with the WG4 meeting 20 to be held in Carmel, California on 15 - 20 November 1998 (six days).





27.1  Constitute ad hocs for next meeting, if needed





No ad hoc committees are needed at this time.





27.2  Review revision schedule and future meetings





Time for the scheduled meeting having expired, the chair declared meeting adjourned at 1800 hours EDT, Saturday, 24 October 1998.





�
                  SUMMARY of J4 ROLL CALL VOTES








There were no roll call votes taken at this meeting.

















SUMMARY OF DOCUMENTS ATTACHED TO J4 MEETING 215 MINUTES





Document Number�
Date�
Topic�
�
J4/98-0493�
30 October 1998�
J4 Document Register - M215�
�
J4/98-0532�
19 October 1998�
J4 Meeting 215 Agenda�
�
J4/98-0533�
24 October 1998�
J4 Meeting 215 Action Item and Dynamic Document Assignments�
�
J4/98-0537�
26 October 1998�
Treasurer's Report for Meeting 215�
�
J4/98-0562�
19 October 1998�
J4 Meeting 215 Mailing List�
�



Respectfully submitted,

















RAYMOND W. FISHER, CCP


J4 Secretary
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